ASBMT News  by unknown
CHAO INSTALLED AS PRESIDENT;
SOIFFER ELECTED VICE PRESIDENT
Nelson Chao, MD, professor of
medicine and immunology and direc-
tor of the bone marrow transplant
program at Duke University Medical
Center, has been installed as presi-
dent of the American Society for
Blood and Marrow Transplantation.
Robert Soiffer, MD, an associate
professor of medicine at Harvard
Medical School and chief of the Divi-
sion of Hematologic Malignancies at
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, is the
newly elected and installed vice pres-
ident, to become president in 2007.
The installation of officers and di-
rectors occurred at the Tandem BMT
Meetings in February in Keystone,
Colo. The election was by mail ballot
among members of the Society in
January.
Newly elected and installed direc-
tors are:
● Stephanie Lee, MD, Dana-Farber
Cancer Institute
● Scott Rowley, MD, Hackensack
University Medical Center
● Marcel van den Brink, MD, PhD,
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer
Center
Robert Negrin, MD, associate pro-
fessor of medicine and director of the
Division of Bone Marrow Transplanta-
tion at Stanford University, was ele-
vated to president-elect and will as-
sume the presidency in 2006.
The new ASBMT president, Dr.
Chao, is a graduate of Harvard Uni-
versity. He earned his medical degree
at Yale University in 1981. He com-
pleted a residency in internal medi-
cine at Stanford University Medical
Center and continued his fellowship
training at Stanford University. He
stayed on as a faculty member until
1996 when he moved to Duke Uni-
versity.
Among Dr. Chao’s principal inter-
ests are graft-versus-host disease,
both clinically as well as in animal
models, and immune reconstitution
and post-transplant immune therapy.
NEW RECORD ATTENDANCE
AT TANDEM BMT MEETINGS
Registration for the 2005 Tandem
BMT Meetings in Keystone, Colo., was
a record 1,617. Attendees came from
38 countries.
Plenary and concurrent scientific ses-
sions, workshops and oral abstracts
from the Tandem BMT Meetings are
available on audiocassette—alongwith
the recorded conferences of the trans-
plant nurses, BMT pharmacists, clinical
research associates and BMT center ad-
ministrators. The programs can be pur-
chased online at the ASBMT Web site
www.asbmt.org.
Abstracts were submitted by investi-
gators in 33 countries. The abstracts
were published in a supplement to the
February 2005 issue of Biology of
Blood and Marrow Transplantation
(Vol. 11, No. 2, Supplement 1), and
also are posted on the ASBMTWeb site.
The first-ever education book was
published for this year’s Tandem BMT
Meetings. Plenary session speakers
submitted articles based on their pre-
sentation topics: regenerative medi-
cine, leukemia stem cells, GvHD and
histocompatibilty, autologous trans-
plant innovations, allotransplants and
immune reconstitution. Each meeting
attendee received the education
book with registration materials. The
education book also is a supplement
that accompanied the February 2005
issue of Biology of Blood and Marrow
Transplantation (Vol. 11, No. 2, Sup-
plement 2).
UPDATED STANDARDIZED
RFI RELEASED IN FEBRUARY
The 2005 version of the ASBMT
Standardized Request for Information
(RFI) has been released. The RFI is
used for submitting essential trans-
plant program data and information
to third-party payers when they re-
quest it.
The updated forms should be famil-
iar to most users. The changes are
few and, in most instances, help to
clarify or simplify use of the forms.
● No changes have been made to
the Administrative Survey or the
Program Information form, other
than the dates for which data are
requested. The Administrative Sur-
vey is identical to the OPTN/UNOS
Standardized RFI, so centers that
have both a solid organ transplant
program and a stem cell trans-
plant program need to complete
this form only once.
● The definition of terms in the
Outcomes Data tables have been
fine-tuned, so these should be
studied closely—especially the ex-
planation of low-risk, intermedi-
ate-risk and high-risk diagnosis
categories.
● The Outcomes Data tables no
longer request Kaplan Meier
analysis.
● The clinical statistics table now re-
quests “lost to follow-up” in two
categories: lost to follow-up prior
to 100 days, and lost to follow-up
between 100 days and 1 year.
● A new table helps classify pa-
tients who have multiple trans-
plants. Before using the updated
RFI, be sure to check the Read
Me and the Frequently Asked
Questions files.
The RFI forms are on the ASBMTWeb
site where they can be viewed online
or downloaded for interactive use. On
the home page, click the navigation
link for BMT Center Management. Then
select Standardized RFI.
Comments and recommendations
for the next version are always wel-
come and can be sent to Peggy Ap-
pel, vice chair of the ASBMT Commit-
tee on Standardization of Outcomes
Reporting and RFIs.
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